UB Law Forum
Volume 29
Number 2 Spring 2015

Article 4

4-1-2015

Our Focus on the Student Remains Constant
James A. Gardner
University at Buffalo School of Law, jgard@buffalo.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.law.buffalo.edu/ub_law_forum

Recommended Citation
Gardner, James A. (2015) "Our Focus on the Student Remains Constant," UB Law Forum: Vol. 29 : No. 2 ,
Article 4.
Available at: https://digitalcommons.law.buffalo.edu/ub_law_forum/vol29/iss2/4

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Alumni Publications at Digital Commons @ University
at Buffalo School of Law. It has been accepted for inclusion in UB Law Forum by an authorized editor of Digital
Commons @ University at Buffalo School of Law. For more information, please contact lawscholar@buffalo.edu.

S U N Y

B U F F A L O

L A W

F O R U M

•

S P R I N G

2 0 1 5

1

message from the interim dean

Our focus on the student
remains constant

A

s I write this, the Law School is humming with activity. Some of it is
the usual buzz associated with the conclusion of the academic year –
classes winding up, SBA elections, advocacy team tryouts, dinners
and banquets of all kinds, and of course Commencement is in the air.
Some of the activity, though, is quite out of the ordinary. At the moment, 37
faculty-staff teams are working hard to conduct an unprecedented top-to-bottom
review of virtually every aspect of Law
School operations. Some groups are examining possible curricular reforms, including small first-year sections, practice
immersion programs, globalization of
the curriculum and replication of the
New York City Program in other locales.
Others are reviewing our LL.M. offerings, while others are examining the feasibility of offering a SUNY legal education to new audiences in formats such as
a one-year Master of Legal Studies or the
executive education format pioneered by
business schools. Other teams are exploring ways to improve our bar passage, academic support and job placement programs, while still others are studying our
marketing, communications and strategic self-assessment practices.
Why all the fuss?
These are challenging times for legal
education. As every lawyer knows, the
collapse of the economy in 2008 brought
down the legal job market with it, and
applications to law schools nationwide
have dropped nearly 40 percent since
their all-time peak in 2010. Our law
school was not immune from these
trends, and like virtually every other law
school in the country, we have shrunk
the size of our student body in response
to reduced demand.
There are, I am happy to report,

promising signs of a recovery. The decline in applications appears to have bottomed out. Median starting salaries of
law graduates have risen for the last two
years. Firms in Western and Southern
New York – and elsewhere – are hiring
again. Our employment figures for the
class that graduated last spring are now
in, and they show a four-point increase
to a phenomenal 89 percent, placing us
fourth in New York State overall, and second in the state once you exclude jobs offered by law schools to their own graduates to pump up employment numbers
– a ranking-enhancement dodge to
which this law school has never resorted.

S

till, none of this provides a reason
to pat ourselves on the back for
having weathered a storm. Instead, the events of the last few
years furnish important reasons to engage in some long-overdue reflection on
what we do and how we do it. Where is
the practice of law heading? Does the education we provide meet the needs of
students who will graduate into what
might be, for at least some graduates, in
some locales and in some kinds of practice, a reshaped landscape? Does our internal organization and allocation of resources adequately serve our foreseeable
institutional needs? All these and more

are on the table as the Law School engages in a process of self-study over the
next several months.
As we turn to these inquiries, one
thing nevertheless remains constant –
our focus on the student. Thanks to the
support of so many of you, we are now
nearly six years and more than $25 million into our seven-year Campaign for
SUNY Buffalo Law School. As we put on
the final push to reach our $30 million
goal, we intend to go all-in on raising resources to fund scholarships for deserving law students. At the end of the day, a
public law school is about opportunity.
Everyone who has passed through our
doors, walked across the stage to claim a
degree and gone on to a satisfying and
professionally rewarding career was able
to do so on account of having been offered an opportunity, a chance, a
prospect. It is fitting for those who took
the chance, and seized the opportunity,
to ensure that those who come after have
available to them the same kinds of possibilities. I urge you to support our Campaign with a gift – of whatever size you
can manage – to make sure that the good
fortune that your predecessors passed on
to you gets handed down to your successors.
Please stay in touch; I’d be very grateful to hear your thoughts and concerns.
With all best wishes,

“The events of
the last few
years furnish
important
reasons to
engage in
some longoverdue
reflection on
what we do
and how we
do it.”

